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1 OMAGH is situated at the place where the Drumragh and " P
Camown rivers meet to form the Strule River. Its strategic B72
location was recognised by the 0’Neills who built a castle
here and it became a dedicated market town following the
Plantation of Ulster in 1610. Despite a major accidental fire
in 1742 which destroyed most of its buildings, it developed
to become the County Town of Tyrone in 1768, taking over
from Dungannpp. Th|§ led tp it pecomlng a major centre for River N ewtnwnstewa
the local administration of justice with a fine courthouse and -
. erg
associated gaol.

CAPPAGH OLD CHURCH & GRAVEYARD caStIederg

The main body of this church dates back to the 16th Century *’ P
but this site may have been used as a church site since the

early Christian period. A bell associated with this parish,

known as the ‘Cappagh Bell’, is in the National Museum of

Ireland, Dublin.
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3 GORTIN GLEN FOREST PARK

A major recreational feature of the forest is the five-mile long

drive, which offers some breathtaking views. A number of vista Ki“eter

i i International
parks have been Icreated where the motprlst can pull in and Appalaghian Trall/
enjoy the magnificent scenery. Also available is access to a Ulster Way

number of walking trails.

Mountj

Bg4
Sloughan -
Glen Drumquin
B5(
. Lough Bradan ®
- Forest
: ] P \, P

4 GORTIN LAKES 0

These two lakes are known in geological terms as ‘kettle hole’

lakes left by uneven melting of glaciers. A path encircling the

lakes affords spectacular vistas of the high Sperrins.

Dromore

5 GORTIN VILLAGE Forest

Gortin is a small picturesque village nestling in the Owenkillew

river valley. The village is an ideal starting point for exploring P S

the surrounding hills and glens by bike or on foot, as well as

offering welcoming hostelries to unwind after a day’s exercise. I EE:;',‘EE:LL“ @ Main Feature
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6 HARRY AVERY O’NEILL CASTLE b to Small Town

The hills above Newtownstewart provide the setting ssess #“E:',:;M;, Viewpoint Dromore

for the majestic ruins of one of the Gaelic strongholds of

. o , . Informatio

the O'Neills. Although traditionally associated with Henry A Road @ atien

Aimbreidh O'Neill, who died in 1392, it is not certain whether B Road P Parking

this fortification dates from the 14th or 15th century. It is an Forest # Tollets

unusual structure, especially important in relation to the study ¢7 Mountains ) Walking Route

of native Irish Medieval life. A visit to the nearby ruins of the River

Stewart Castle in Newtownstewart is also recommended.
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0 ULSTER AMERICAN FOLK PARK
& MELLON FUN FARM
The Ulster American Folk Park tells the story of emigration from
Ulster to America in the 18th, 19th and early 20th centuries
and provides visitors with a ‘living history’ experience on its
outdoor site. Traditional thatched buildings, American log
houses, and a full-scale replica emigrant ship help to bring
a bygone era back to life. The Mellon Centre for Migration
Studies is also on site.

e THE ABINGDON COLLECTION represents over 45
years of passionate collecting and provides an opportunity
for visitors to take a ‘walk in the past’. If you lived through
the 50's, 60’s and 70's, or just like big boy toys, then there
is definitely something for you. The collection is open by
appointment only. The collection is free of charge, but
contributions are gratefully accepted in aid of Cancer
Research UK.

e BARONSCOURT ESTATE
Baronscourt, the home of the Duke of Abercorn’s family since
the early 1600's, is among a handful of remaining old family
estates which combine great historical and architectural
interest with a landscape of outstanding natural beauty.
Restricted access.

@ DAVIES BAWN & PARK AMENITY AREA
Built on a site occupied at one time by an 0'Neill tower
house, this defended stone house commands an area of once
strategic importance on the River Derg. The bawn was a
refuge for planter families and was eventually rendered unfit
for occupation after an attack by the 0'Neills. Today's ruins
consist of a rectangular bawn with the remains of 3 square
flankers still visible. Local legend has it that a piper got lost
forever in a forgotten passage way under the ruins and his
musical laments can still be heard on still quiet nights.

m THE DERG VALLEY - ST. PATRICK
According to tradition St. Patrick travelled through the Derg
Valley on returning from a period of Lenten Penitential Service
at Lough Derg - one of Ireland’s most prominent ecclesiastical
centres. While in the area check out St. Patrick’s Well — the
water from which is said to cure toothache; or walk the
International Appalachian Trail and discover our geological
connections with North America ,Europe & Africa.

Persons of note associated with the area include hymn writer
Cecil Frances Alexander; Davy Crockett - King of the Wild
Frontier; and Joe Sheridan, the ‘inventor’ of Irish Coffee.

@ BOLAGHT MOUNTAIN
The northern slopes of Bolaght Mountain provide an excellent
viewpoint from which to survey the rich diversity of the Derg
Valley, the Sperrins’ uplands and the hills of Donegal.

(® SLOUGHAN GLEN
This pleasant woodland walk along the Blackwater River takes
the visitor steadily upwards to be greeted by the roar of its
waterfall thundering over a rocky edge.

@ PIGEON TOP PICNIC SITE
This site overlooking Omagh, offers spectacular panoramic
views of the region. Close by in the townland of Cavanacaw a
seam of gold is being mined.



“Seek out inspiring sunsets and
star filled night skies...”

This material is Crown Copyright and is reproduced with the permission of Land & Property
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